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Size:  ,30  inches  by  50  inches. 

», Scale:  .I.  inch  equals  8  miles. 

Th$  legend  has  been  modeled  after  conventional  symbols 
noV  being  ,ij:S£d  by  the  Federal  Government,  but  has  been  im¬ 
proved  anfi^q  expanded  as  to  make  all  details  of  the  map  quickly 

identified.  » 
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IT  SHOWS— 
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Transmission  lines  together  with  voltage  and  name  of  operat¬ 
ing  company  in  red. 

Distribution  lines  suitable  for  rural  service,  along  with  volt¬ 
age  and  name  of  operating  company,  in  blue. 

Lines  constructed  by  farmer-owned  cooperatives  and  financed 
by  REA  in  black. 

Lines  under  construction  by  REA  cooperatives  by  dotted 
black  lines.  Lines  under  construction  by  utilities  by  dotted  dark 
blue  lines.  (Some  utilities  did  not  show  lines  under  construc¬ 
tion.)  Proposed  REA  lines  for  which  allotments  are  pending 
are  shown  by  broken  red  lines. 

List  of  public  utilities,  REA  cooperatives,  industrial  concerns 
and  others  supplying  electricity  for  public  consumption. 

List  of  municipal  electric  systems,  showing  type  and  capacity 
of  generating  facilities,  or  utility  company  from  which  energy  is 
purchased. 

Claimed  service  areas  of  the  electric  utility  companies  are  in 
a  separate  color  for  each  company.  Service  areas  of  municipal 
electric  plants  are  in  purple.  Service  areas  of  the  REA  cooper¬ 
atives  are  outlined  in  orange. 

Generating  stations  owned  or  operated  by  public  utilities, 
municipalities,  governmental  agencies  and  REA,  and  also  in¬ 
dustrial  generating  plants  selling  part  cf  their  output  to  public 
utility  companies  for  resale  to  the  public.  Legend  indicates 
whether  generating  station  is  for  base-load  or  stand-by  service; 
whether  power  is  steam,  hydro  or  internal  combustion;  and  kilo¬ 
watt  capacity. 

Points  of  interchange  or  wholesale  of  energy,  with  names  of 
municipalities  or  cooperatives  buying  and  selling. 

Interstate  crossings  of  transmission  and  distribution  lines, 
together  with  names  of  companies  to  or  from  which  power  is 
bought,  sold  or  interchanged. 

Principal  rivers  on  which  hydro  plants  are  located. 

Cities,  towns  and  villages,  graded  according  to  population; 
county  seats;  boundaries  of  counties,  townships  and  incorporated 
municipalities. 
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BACKGROUND 

OF  MAP  DEVELOPMENT 


The  1939  edition  of  the  map  showing  all  the  electric  trans¬ 
mission  and  distribution  lines  in  Illinois  is  the  third  revised  issue 
published  by  the  State  Rural  Electrification  Committee.  It  is 
probably  the  most  complete  map  of  its  kind  ever  produced.  Al¬ 
though  it  is  dated  Jan.  1,  1939,  it  has  been  corrected  in  many 
cases  up  to  June  1. 

On  Jan.  1,  1937,  the  first  edition  of  the  map  showing  the  elec¬ 
tric  transmission  and  distribution  lines  in  the  State  as  of  that 
date  was  published  by  the  State  Committee.  This  first  map  was 
based  on  maps  on  file  with  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission. 
Each  year  this  map  has  been  revised  and  improved  until  it  now 
shows  with  the  greatest  possible  degree  of  accuracy  all  the  power 
lines  in  the  State,  every  generating  plant  and  every  other  elec¬ 
trical  facility  in  Illinois  used  to  supply  power  to  the  public. 

In  preparing  the  third  edition,  a  complete  check  was  made  of 
the  basic  information  used  in  the  first  two  issues.  Additional  data 
on  new  construction  and  changes  in  voltage,  capacity,  and  loca¬ 
tion  of  plants,  lines,  points  of  interchange,  and  other  facilities 
have  been  furnished  by  utility  companies,  cooperatives,  munici¬ 
palities,  and  other  agencies  contributing  to  the  public  supply  of 
power. 

These  data  have  been  checked  and  cross-checked  with  each 
other  and  with  other  records  reported  to  the  Illinois  Commerce 
Commission  and  other  government  agencies.  Proofs  showing 
the  various  lines,  plants  and  other  information  on  the  map  were 
then  referred  back  to  the  original  source  of  the  data  for  verifica¬ 
tion  before  the  map  went  to  press. 

Mr.  H.  Huebinger,  cartographer,  working  under  the  direction 
of  Warren  H.  Marple,  executive  secretary,  and  J.  Walter  Mar- 
quardt,  rural  service  engineer,  completed  the  map  after  nearly 
eight  months  of  detailed  labor. 

An  important  new  feature  of  this  year’s  map  is  the  outline  of 
the  service  areas  of  each  of  the  REA  cooperatives.  One  can  see 
at  a  glance  the  territory  served  by  each  of  the  cooperatives  and 
utilities.  This  year,  also,  the  background  colors  have  been  sub¬ 
dued  so  that  the  power  lines  and  other  electrical  facilities  stand 
out  more  prominently.  Cities  and  towns  also  can  be  more  easily 
identified. 

If  one  wishes  to  illustrate  graphically  the  growth  of  the  net¬ 
work  of  rural  power  lines  during  the  last  two  years  hang  side-by- 
side  the  maps  for  1937,  1938  and  1939  issued  by  the  State  Rural 
Electrification  Committee. 


STATE  COMMITTEE’S  RECORD 


The  State  Rural  Electrification  Committee  is  proud  of  its 
record  of  service  to  Illinois  farmers,  and  proud  of  its  leadership 
in  coordinating  the  orderly  construction  of  rural  power  lines  in 
all  sections  of  the  State. 

Since  its  appointment  in  1936  by  Governor  Horner  to  aid  the 
State’s  rural  residents  obtain  electric  service  in  the  quickest  and 
most  economical  way,  the  State  Committee  has  been  directly  or 
indirectly  involved  in  the  plans  for  construction  of  many  of  the 
thousands  of  miles  of  rural  power  lines  shown  on  the  map  de¬ 
scribed  in  this  pamphlet. 

The  State  Committee  has  played  no  favorites,  either  with 
REA  or  the  utility  companies,  but  has  held  steadfastly  to  its 
original  policy  of  aiding  farmers  to  get  electricity  by  the  agency 
of  their  own  choice. 

The  State  Committee  participates  in  every  aspect  of  the 
Illinois  rural  electrification  program.  Its  part  is  three-fold: 

1.  As  a  planning  board  it  seeks  to  coordinate  the  orderly 
construction  of  lines  to  permit  the  extension  of  electric  facilities 
into  all  communities  of  the  State  on  the  most  economical  basis. 

2.  It  acts  as  a  central  clearing  house  for  information  on  rural 
electrification  developments  in  the  State. 

3.  As  an  administrative  agency,  it  participates  directly  in  the 
construction  of  rural  lines  by  working  and  advising  with  farmers, 
farm  organizations,  utility  companies  and  departments  of  the 
State  and  Federal  government.  It  seeks  to  make  available  to  the 
rural  residents  of  Illinois  technical  services  that  cannot  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  any  other  source,  and  to  mobilize  the  resources  of  the 
State  government  for  a  sound  and  economical  development  of 
the  network  of  power  lines. 

Electricity  has  brought  all  the  advantages  of  modern  conven¬ 
iences  to  the  farm.  It  has  brought  a  new  servant  into  the  home 
to  eliminate  the  drudgery  formerly  endured  by  farm  women.  It 
has  brought  to  the  farm  efficient,  cheap  and  never-ending  help. 
Electric  lights  have  replaced  dangerous  lamps  and  lanterns. 
Electric  ranges  are  rapidly  eliminating  coal  ranges.  Water  sys¬ 
tems  operated  by  electric  pumps  are  bringing  better  health 
and  modern  sanitation  to  the  farm,  along  with  a  water  supply 
that  can  be  used  in  fighting  fires  in  farm  buildings.  Electricity 
has  given  farm  youths  a  new  and  bright  horizon  of  future  happi¬ 
ness  in  rural  life.  To  the  old  folks,  it  offers  a  comfortable  retired 
life  with  all  modern  conveniences  on  the  place  they  like  best — the 
farm. 


SOME  FACTS  AND  FIGURES 


Regarded  as  the  greatest  single  step  for  the  advancement  of 
the  welfare  of  the  farm  family  since  the  advent  of  all-weather 
roads,  rural  electrification  has  doubled  the  percentage  of  Illinois 
farms  electrified  in  the  last  two  years.  In  1923,  only  1%  of  the 
State’s  more  than  200,000  farms  had  electric  service.  At  the  end 
of  1936,  this  figure  had  jumped  to  15.1%.  At  the  end  of  1938, 
approximately  30%  of  Illinois  farms  had  electric  service.  It  is 
estimated  that  sometime  in  1940,  nearly  50  per  cent  of  Illinois 
farms  will  have  electricity.  It  is  further  estimated,  that  under 
the  impetus  of  the  present  program,  15,000  additional  farms 
will  be  electrified  each  year  during  the  following  few  years. 

This  rapidly  spreading  network  of  power  lines  is  bringing 
electricity  closer  to  every  farm  in  the  state  which  does  not  now 
have  service. 
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Copies  of  the  third  revised  issue  of  the  map  of  Electric 
Transmission  and  Distribution  Lines  in  Illinois  described 
in  this  folder  may  be  obtained  by  making  a  written  re¬ 
quest  to  the  State  Rural  Electrification  Committee,  220 
Centennial  Building,  Springfield,  Illinois.  A  charge  of 
$1.00  will  be  made  for  each  copy.  Checks  and  money 
orders  should  be  made  payable  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  to 
“State  Department  of  Agriculture.” 


[Printed  by  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois.] 


